
St Clair Historical Museum

560 S. Main Street • St. Clair MO  63077
P.O. Box 137 - Mailing Address

https://www.facebook.com/St-Clair-Historical-Museum

A 501 (c) 3 Educational Charity  
Tax-Deductible Donations Welcomed!

Established 1987

Our New Home

Come Visit Us! 
GROUP AND PRIVATE TOURS AVAILABLE 

Call and schedule yours today.  

MEETINGS
2nd Tuesday  of each  month

6:30 p.m. at Route 66 Coffee Shop and Art Gallery
545 N. Commercial Ave. St. Clair, MO 63077

Members, Volunteers and the Public welcome!

Map to the New Museum

Hours: 10-2 p.m. Tuesdays & Saturdays
OR Call for an appointment:

636-629-3968

The Old Firehouse
 on Main Street
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I-44 Exit 239 (west St. Clair exit). Look for water 
towers.  Turn south. Left on Commercial, right 
onto W. Gravois, Left on E. Springfield. Take E. 
Springfield to Main St. Next to bank. 



The Meramec River is at our back door.

Our Main Street is Old Route U.S. 66.

Moselle Iron Furnace
 -photo courtesy L Butts.

Minerals were important to early St. Clair.

      The earliest settlers in eastern Missouri were 
Frenchmen seeking gold and silver around 1720.  
One hundred years later mining developed lo-
cally with the opening of the lead and tiff (bar-
ite) mines at Virginia Mines in 1832. Later, iron 
and  lead mining came to Moselle and  Anaconda 
in the 1840s.  Mining was a mainstay until  the 
1930s. 
    St. Clair was established in 1843 as Traveler’s 
Repose, a stagecoach way station from St. Louis 
to Springfield.  It had a hotel and  a post office.  In 
1859, the Southwest Branch of the Pacific Rail-
road arrived. The name was changed to St. Clair 
in honor of a civil engineer from the railroad.  The 
arrival of the railroad caused the town to grow as 
it provided a means for shipping products to St. 
Louis, e.g.: lead, iron ore, tiff, lumber, livestock, 
poultry, and  grain, the economic backbones of 
the community.
    When the mining and lumbering industries 
played out, they were replaced by the coming of 
International Shoe Company in 1922. From 1920 
to 1930 the population increased from 410 to 
1453– one out of three people worked in the shoe 
factory. Transportation to St. Louis grew with the 
opening of Highways 30 and upgrading of U.S. 
66 (now I-44).  St. Clair soon became a resort for 
residents in St. Louis. 
       After International Shoe Company closed in 
1982, residents began commuting to St.  Louis  for 
employment.  St. Clair today is a rural bedroom 
community of the metropolitan area.  However, 
the concentrated effort by the City may write an-
other chapter here. There are now over 15 major 
industries and  approximately 200 retail establish-
ments. The population of the city is about 4724, 
with 15,000 people living in the school district.

    

St. Clair History Museum History

Memberships • Donations • Volunteering
Any museum is only as good as its members, its 
officers and its volunteers.  We aspire to be a liv-
ing museum, not a dusty old place with items 
whose purpose was forgotten generations ago. 
We need your interest and support. We hope to 
provide these services to you, and to members of 
our community: 
    • Interesting and relevant exhibits.
    • Events --to connect St. Clair’s past, present   
and future.
    • Research facilities -- a place for people to 
learn about their families and their effects on the 
local landscape, economy and society.      
    • And more --We’ve left places for ideas we 
haven’t even thought of yet.

Fill out the attached membership 
form, attach a check and return today!

Won’t You Join Us?

    Marv Harman, Ken Middleton, and Vernon 
Starks, and seven other people organized the St. 
Clair Historical Museum on July 15, 1987, offer-
ing charter memberships for $25.  In September,  
Middleton became curator.  In May 1988, Jack 
Roberts became the first chairman. 
    In Spring 1989, the St. Clair Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows disbanded, donating their historic 
old store hall to us. Volunteers set up exhibits.  A 
roofed porch, sidewalk and displays went up in 
1992.  Second floor displays opened January 1998.  
On Feb. 23,  2014, an electrical fire destroyed the 
115-year old building and second floor contents. 
After two months, Steve and Sue Lindemann of-
fered us space next to St. Clair Health Mart. In 
March of 2015, we purchased the old firehouse at 
560 South Main. As of 2016, we’ve rehabbed the 
interior. Exhibits  are our next priority. 

Virginia Mines Lead Pig and Mine Adit

Visit Us:  http://stclairmomuseum.org


